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SUBJECT: COCONUT MONK HAS SPOKEN 

FOLLOWING SENT ACTION SAIGON FROM AMCONSUL CAN THO MARCH 15, 
1974, REPEATED FOR YOU. QUOTE: 

CAN THO 0095 

EO 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, VS 

SUBJECT: COCONUT MONK HAS SPOKEN 

1. FSO CHUCK SMITH BECAME PERHAPS THE FIRST AMERICAN OFFICIAL 
EVER TO SPEAK - AND LISTEN - TO THE COCONUT MONK, WHEN HE 
VISITED THE MONK IN HIS ISLAND HOME ON MARCH 14. MY THO SOURCES 
SAID THE MONK BEGAN TO SPEAK ONLY ON MARCH 8. 

2. THE COCONUT MONK TOLD SMITH HE HAS DECIDED TO BRING HIS 
LONG SILENCE TO AN END BECAUSE, THE PARIS PEACE AGREEMENTS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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HAVING OBVIOUSLY FAILED, HE SEES THAT HIS SILENCE IS NOT 
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PRODUCING RESULTS. THE MONK SAID, HOWEVER, THAT HE IS NOT 
ABANDONING HIS EFFORTS TO BRING PEACE TO VIETNAM BY BRINGING 
TOGETHER LEADERS OF THE PARITES INVOLVED. HE SAID THAT 
FOREIGNERS HAVE PLAYED DOMINANT ROLES IN THE VIETNAM 
CONFLICT LONG ENOUGH AND NOW IT IS TIME FOR THE VIETNAMESE 
PARTIES THEMSELVES TO COME TOGETHER AND REACH AN AGREEMENT. 

3. THE MONK SAID THAT HE WISHES TO HOLD TALKS AT A SPOT 
ANYWHERE IN VIETNAM WITH HIMSELF AS MODERATOR. HE WOULD 
INVITE FROM THE GVN THE PRESIDENT, VICE PRESIDENT AND THE 
PRIME MINISTER, PLUS THE THREE HIGHEST RANKING LEADERS OF 
THE DRV AND THE PRG. HE WOULD ALSO INVITE REPRESENTATIVES 
FROM ALL THE RELIGIOUS GROUPS AND FROM EXILE GROUPS. CONCERNING 
THE LATTER, HE MENTIONED SPECIFICALLY BAO DAI AND EX PRIME 
MINISTER TAM. HE SAID HE NOW WANTS PRESIDENT THIEU TO GRANT 

HIM FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT SO HE CAN GO TO HONG KONG AND CATCH 
A PLANE FOR HANOI, WHERE HE WILL PRESENT HIS VIEWS TO THE 
NORTH VIETNAMESE. HE WOULD DO THIS ONLY AFTER HAVING SPOKEN 
FIRST WITH PRESIDENT THIEU. (SMITH SAID THE MONK HINTED 
BROADLY THAT HE WOULD LIKE US TO INTERVENE WITH THE PRESIDENT 
ON HIS BEHALF IN THIS MATTER.) 

4. THE MONK SAID THE PURPOSE OF HIS PROPOSED MEETING WOULD BE 
TO PLAN ELECTIONS. AS OF NOW, HE SAID, BOTH THE THIEU 
GOVERNMENT AND THE OTHER SIDE ARE AFRAID OF ELECTIONS, EACH 
FEARING THAT IT MIGHT EMERGE AT A DISADVANTAGE VIS-A-VIS 

THE OTHER. AFTER AGREEMENT ON ELECTION MODALITIES. SAID THE 
MONK, HE WOULD INVITE FOREIGNERS INTO THE COUNTRY TO "CONSOLIDATE 
THE PEACE." 

5. TURNING TO MATTERS CLOSER TO HOME, THE COCONUT MONK SAID 
THAT VISITORS TO HIS ISLAND NOW AVERAGE ONLY 50 TO 100 PER 
DAY. FORMERLY THERE WERE TWICE THAT MANY. HE SAID TOO THAT 

HE SENT PRESIDENT THIEU A REQUEST TWO MONTHS AGO FOR PERMISSION 
TO ALLOW HIS FOLLOWERS TO FARM PRESENTLY UNTILLED LAND IN SA DEC 
AND CHAU DOC IN ORDER TO SUPPORT HIS PAGODA. (THERE ARE NOW 
ABOUT 3,000 MONKS ON THE ISLAND.) THE MONK SAID THAT DAMAGE 
FROM THE FIRE LAST YEAR WHICH GUTTED THE COCONUT MONK'S SMALL 
SETTLEMENT HAS BEEN 80 PERCENT REPAIRED. SIGNED WRIGHT. 

UNQUOTE. 
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